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STrATEGiES TO PrEVENT OVErDOSE DEATHS
STrATEGy 1: Encourage providers, persons at high risk, family members and others to 










STrATEGy 2: Ensure access to treatment for individuals who are misusing or addicted to 









STrATEGy 3: Ensure ready access to naloxone. Opioid	overdose-related	deaths	can	be	
prevented	when	naloxone	is	administered	in	a	timely	manner.	As	a	narcotic	antagonist,	
naloxone	displaces	opiates	from	receptor	sites	in	the	brain	and	reverses	respiratory	
depression	that	usually	is	the	cause	of	overdose	deaths	[5].	During the period of time  










FACTS FOr COMMuNiTy MEMBErS
Ensure access  
to treatment  
for individuals  
who are misusing  
or addicted to  
opioids or who 





and others  



































the public to  
call 911.
Encourage 

























Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
www.cdc.gov/Features/VitalSigns/PainkillerOverdoses	
www.cdc.gov/Homeand	RecreationSafety/Poisoning
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP)
State	and	Local	Information:	www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/state-map
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) 
Prescription	Drug	Overdose:	State	Health	Agencies	Respond	(2008):		
www.astho.org
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD) 
State	Issue	Brief	on	Methadone	Overdose	Deaths:		
www.nasadad.org/nasadad-reports
National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) 
National	Emergency	Medical	Services	Education	Standards:		
www.nasemso.org
American Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence (AATOD) 
Prevalence	of	Prescription	Opioid	Abuse:	www.aatod.org/prevalence.html
Resources that  
may be useful  
to local communities  
and organizations…



















































Electronic Access and Copies of Publication
This	publication	may	be	ordered	from	SAMHSA’s	Publications	Ordering	Web	page	at	
www.store.samhsa.gov.	Or,	please	call	SAMHSA	at	1-877-SAMHSA-7	(1-877-726-4727)	
(English	and	Español).	
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